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 The Awards Committee of the Institution of Civil Engineers – ICE - of the United Kingdom has 
decided to recommend the ‘Mangdechhu Hydroelectric Project’ Authority  as the recipient of the 
Brunel Medal for 2020. The Brunel Medal (project-based) is an award given by ICE to recognize 
excellence in civil engineering and valuable service or achievement, which has been rendered to or 
within the civil engineering industry.  
 
 During the State Visit of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi to the Kingdom of Bhutan from 17-
18 August 2019 the Prime Ministers of Bhutan and India had formally inaugurated the 720 MW 
Mangdechhu Hydroelectric Power Project. They had appreciated the timely completion of the Project, 
and had congratulated the Project Authority and Management for their dedication and competence. 
During the visit, both sides had noted that with the coming on stream of the Mangdechhu Project, the 
jointly created generation capacity in Bhutan had crossed 2000 MW. Both sides had also emphasized 
the importance of hydro-power development as one of the most important areas of mutually 
beneficial bilateral co-operation.  
 
 Till end of June 2020, the revenue receipts of the Mangdechhu Hydroelectric Project Authority 
amount to Rs./Nu. 989 Crores, from commissioning date. All four units are running at 10% of 
additional capacity and generating 18.98 Million Units/day at 791.7 MW since 24 June 2020. Thus, 
MHPA will earn more than the projected target in years to come. 
 
 Speaking on the occasion, Ambassador of India Ruchira Kamboj said that, “We would like to 
congratulate & appreciate Project Management and all contractors for their dedication and efforts 
towards successful completion and smooth functioning of the Project. We are, indeed, delighted that 
we’ve delivered on our promise on a project that was jointly inaugurated by the Prime Ministers of 
our two countries. The recognition of the Mangdechhu Hydroelectric Project by an international 
institution that promotes civil engineering excellence is wholly reflective of the mutually beneficial 
cooperation in the hydropower sector between India and Bhutan.” 
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